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Introduction

The SFB 619 Summer School course “Moving Images and Media Rituals” invites participants fo engage with a variety of
experts in the analysis of film, video and hypermedia. Participants will explore quesfions about the making and the representation
of rituals in and through media technologies with film and video makers. During the Summer School participants will learn to
reflect crifically upon the creation and shaping of rituals in new media. They will learn the basics of film analysis, the backgrounds
of film making and the making and analysis of rituals in the internet. International teachers will engage students in interdisciplinary
learning of theories and practical methods for handling ritual and media. After this Summer School participants will be able to
examine rituals of the worlds of film and hypermedia and learn to deal with the special requirements needed to study ritual
through and in moving images. The Summer School particularly addresses students and scholars from the fields of Religious
Studies, Cultural and Media Studies or Cultural Anthropology.

The Collaborative Research Centre SFB 619 “Ritual Dynamics”was set up in 2002 as an interdisciplinary

cenfre fo research the dynamics of ritual. It is the world's largest research centre dedicated solely to investigating this topic,
with over Q0 scienfists and researchers working on ninefeen subprojects. Our focus is on the (re]invention of rituals, as well
as the transfer and change of rituals. New avenues have been opened up, such as research into intercultural ritual fransfer,

ritual agency, and the connections between rituals and new media. www.ritualdynamik.uni-hd.de

Program

Section | - Moving Images

Day 1

Ritual, Media, and Conflict in the Santa Fé Fiesta
Ron Grimes (Waterloo/Nijmegen) and Barry Stephenson
(Waterloo)

Key questions to be addressed: How is shooting rituals different
from video-documenting other human acfivitiese How useful or
froublesome is the camera in studying micro-units of rituale How
theory-driven can, or should, a film be? In what ways does ritual
incite conflicte What are the difficulties in trying fo “perform” peace?

Day 2

The Visual Toolbox

Ute Husken (Oslo) and Erik de Maaker (Leiden)

This session explores the role that video and photography
can play in research on visually observable phenomena.
How can visual field notes be used during the research
process and for the presentation of research findings®@

Day 3

Bel Fruit and Loin Cloth: The Initiation of Boys and
Girls in Bhaktapur, Nepal (2007)

Niels Gutschow and Axel Michaels (Heidelberg),
Maria Hemmleb and Christian Bau (Hamburg)

This day offers a thick description of the conceptualisation
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and production of a documentary film by its producers. A presen-
fation of the scope of producing films as documentations of
rituals is followed by a film screening and exploration of the
ritual site, Bhaktapur, and its people.

Day 4

Religion, Ritual and Experience:

How to Film the Unseen

Marcus Banks (Oxford)

While the video camera is very good af capturing what a ritual
event looks like, it is unclear how - if at all - the camera can
capture “the look” of a ritual, that is, what marks ritual activity
as a particular class of human social action. Further, does the
camera offer any profound access to people’s experience that
does not rely on language?

Day 5

Challenging Video as Method to Document/Represent
Ritual

Sarah Pink (Loughborough)

Serious anthropological research about rituals and performances
relies on the methods and media used for the investigation in relation
to local media practices. Diverse forms of {audio] visual work,
including photography, audiorecorded interviews and hypermedia,
are discussed and the roles of various media explored.
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